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1. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

[ ) The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to 
this Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. [^] With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

2. [x] Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

3. [x] Unity of invention is lacking (see Box III). 

4. With regard to the title, 

[x~[ the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

| [ the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

fx~| the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. ! V. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit commentsto this Authority. 

With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 3 

[ ] as suggested by the applicant. ■( - '-. 

|~X~| as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | - as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. ':'\rj.-. • ■ 

b. £H none of the figures is to be published with the abstract-.- - . 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (January 2004) 



EXPRESS MAIL LABEL 
NO.: EV 480 ^u>*> fcOiTUS 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/NL2004/000531- 



Box No. IV Text of the abstract (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 



The invention relates to a tread (1) application device for applying a tread on 
a building drum (20) for a tyre, comprising a tread conveying device (15) for 
conveying a tread to a building drum, from a feed side (12) of trie tread 
conveying device to a discharge side (13) of the tread conveying device in a 
conveyance direction, and a positioning device (14) for positioning the tread on 
the building drum, wherein the positioning device comprises measuring means (17) 
for determining the position of a segment of the tread and generating a position 
value, displacement means for displacing a segment of the tread with a 
displacement directional component parallel to the axis (21) of rotation of the 
building drum, and control means (28), connected to the measuring- means and the 
displacement means, for on the basis of the position value controlling the 
displacement device during the application of the tread on the building drum. 
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Box II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



I. [XI claims Nos.: 40,41 

because they relate to parts of the Internationa! Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 

an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. Claims Nos.: # .. . 

— because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 



1 • fv"! As 3,1 re P uired additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
La-J searchable claims. 

2 . [~ ~j As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 



of any additional fee. 



3, I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
I ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4 [ I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest [ J The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

■ | X | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. .. 
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Continuation of Box I I. 2 
Claims Nos. : 40,41 



Claims 40 and 41 contravene PCT Rule 6.2 (a). 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT), The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI , 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. claims: 1-17 



A device for conveying a strip-shaped material, comprising a 
main conveyor belt and auxi 1 i ary feed and discharge conveyor 
belts placed on both sides of the main conveyor belt, 
wherein two slit-shaped openings are provided, each 
si it- shaped opening being arranged between feed conveyor 
belt and discharge conveyor belt on each side of the main 
conveyor belt. 



2. claims: 18-39 



A device for conveying a tread band to a tyre building drum, 
comprising: a measuring device, a device for applying 
lateral displacement and a control unit for controlling the 
lateral displacement of the tread, and a method of 
controlling lateral displacement of the tread strip during 
its application onto the building drum. 
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